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Pltr/~f. Dic/wostuchys cirwr~o Linn. Voucher specimen No. 1 Ih7_3 deposited in the 
R.II.B.L. Herbarium. Scanty reports on phytochemical aspects are ax~ilahlc in the litera- 
ture.’ Pn~,s~~ut ~vorli. The air dried and ground bark. heartwood and leaves \\cre extract& 
with C,H,,. 

(a) Co,~sfirurr?t.s,j~onl harh. The benzene extract was concentrated and cllroir?atofraphed 
over Brockmann alumina to yield four compounds (1 --4) Compound I. From petrol. 
(lOO”,,) fraction; colourlcss needles. m.p. 748-X0’ (C,H, EtOAC. 1 : I I: ,an:rl~seti lip 
C,,,H,,,O I!:,‘:: 1750 (C=O) cm ‘. Ahow data indicated compound 1 lo bt_! fEcdelin :11ld 
was filrthcr confirmed by reduction (NaBH,) to friedelan-J/i-ol. C3,,H ;-C). m.p. J7h _‘T?: 
(50’:,; MeOH and C‘HCI,). m.m.p., CO-~TLC and IR. Compound 2. From petrol. fr‘iction: 
colourless needles. m.p. 27X (W;, MeOH--CHCl,): analysed for C3,,H izO l-k,!:: .X00 (01-t) 
CIll~ : Acetate (Py ~Ac,O). fine needles. m.p. 290 _ 791 (MeOH). These dater indicated c‘c’ln- 
pound 2 to be fl-icdelan-!P-ol which was further confirmed (CO- TLC‘. 11X and m.mp.). 
Compound 3. From petrol. C’,H,, (4: 1) liaction: white crystals. m.p. IX.? !Si (McOH): 
analysed for Cjc,H,,,O ,,,,, ‘( _ . _ I,“‘~ 1350 cm ‘. M ’ 436. Acetate (1’~~ Ac,O]. colourlt:ss ncedicc. 

tn.p. 212 311 (SO”,, MeOH~~~CHCl,). These data suggested &mp~~und 3 to be x-anltrin 
and was confirmed (m.m.p.. (‘0 TL(‘and IR) with an authentic sample oi’ I-amyrin. c‘:km- 
pound 4. From lirhr petrol. (-,,H,, (3: 2) fraction: colotlrless Ilakes. m.p. 1-G I#> (.\cLttcillc%l: 
\K”’ ?q%) (OH). cm ‘. ill,,‘: Acctatc. n1.p. 1-1-l (MeOH C‘HC‘I, J, bcn/oatc. i 4s I;0 k I-\)III 
abovt compound 4 was found to be sitostcrol which was confirmed IC’O ‘Tl,C. IF: :lild 
m.m.p.). 

(c) Co7~stiruc~nts.fj.07~2 /caz:c~.s. The C,,Hh extract was concn and chromatograj?i~c~I I)\U 
Brockmann alumina to afford compounds 7 9. Compound 7. From petrol. C’, tl!, (4: I ) 
fraction; white crystals. m.p. X5 (acetone); analysed for C, 1 H,,SO. v:,‘;: 3450 (OH), IMO. 
730 and 720 (CH,),,. cm ’ ; M * 452. Acetate, m.p. 70’. iodide, 117.1~. 66 ‘and L\;IS confirmed 
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as hentriacontanol. Compound 8. From petrol. C,H, (I :4) fractions; white crystals, m.p. 
193” (MeOH); rj:y: 3450 (OH), cm-‘; M’ 426. Acetate, m.p. 228-230” (50% MeOH- 
CHCl,). From above data compound 8 appeared to be P-amyrin and further confirmed 
(CO-TLC, IR and m.m.p.) with an authentic specimen of b-amyrin. Compound 9. From 
benzene (100’:::) fraction; colourless flakes, m.p. 146”. \jit: 3400 (OH), cm- ‘. Acetate, 139- 
140”. From above data compound 9 was found to be sitosterol. 
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In screening African Strychnos species,’ we found that extracts of the bark of Strychnos 
~na/ucockdos C. H. Wright (collected by Prof. F. Sandberg at Abidjan, Ivory Coast, and 
identified by Dr. A. J. M. Leeuwenberg) gave clonic and tonic convulsions. The original 
dry EtOH--1% HOAc extract of the bark was, after basification, extracted with Et,0 and 
CHCl,. GLC showed one main peak, and TLC one main spot [Rif-value 0.87 relative to 
strychnine in EtOAc-iso PrOH-25:/;, NH, (45:35: lo)]. By column chromatography the 
main alkaloid was obtained and identified as 11-methoxydiaboline (1) by spectra, com- 
pared with an authentic sample. A small amount of a new minor alkaloid (m.p. 148-152) 
was also obtained which from UV and MS (384, 204) appeared to be a dihydroderivative 
of (1). 1 I-Methoxydiaboline has been found previously in the South American species 
Strychnos rorneu-helenii Krukoff and Barneby’ and the African species Strychnos henningsii 
Gilg.3 
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